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Biggest Dramatic Event of

Season-Occurs- 7 This Week
We Bid Farewell to the Fine, Familiar Figure of

Forbes-Robertso- n, Representative of the
v Highest and Best There .Is in

'lBaBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBV5iiP!ill

uramauc Art. 1
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By JULIA. CIUMIUiK MASl
When this week.. at the Belasco Thea

ter, we take farewell of the fine, familiar
figure of Sir Johnston Forbes-Roberts-

im M rrnresiented for a decade all
thnt W believe to be the highest and
best In things theatrical, we ahalt lose
one who brines to mind the words of
Carrlck: "An actcr and a gentleman--;
it's nrvciwlir the same thing."

kvv.-- nriv forty vears now Forbes- -

.Robertson's remarkable personality hasl
pnzzled playgoers, in wax n " ""
nmmlnrnt'nnriv'it SO UnObtTUSlVC. fCT

hi i. tho eharm of noble-minde- d aim'
plicity portrayed In a voice which falls
like a. velvet flute note on the quiet even-

ing air. For nearly forty years his art
iia. hen the most satlsfyics wnicn me
stage haa known, because of Its com-

bined human nd classical quality, and
no one --will feel any disposition to deny
that he has well deserved George "Ber-

nard ShaWs description of him as "the
greatest classic actor on the Knghsh
stage." for he has touched nothing that
he has not adorned; he has aixainea
heights where he has Jeen without a
wrr! In everr circumstance he has made
others think nobly of his art, and so It
huwm that the leading merary ana
dtamatic writers cf two continents have
been spendthrifts of their eulogy since
he began his farewell to the stage last
June In London, and so will continue to
eulogize until .June, 1315. when the last
curtain will have fallen and Forbes-Robertson- 's

public career as an actor will
have come to an ena.

As Is well known. Forbes-Roberts-

started out to be an artist, and before he
was twenty-on- e made taoney as a painter
of pictures. His father. Mr. John Forbes-Robertso- n,

was a distinguished art critic
and Journalist, and. at his home near
the British Museum on Sunday after-
noons a remarkable company of the most
brilliant representatives of art. science,
and literature would gather, and here
the son, whowas to achieve such tame
as an actor, was brought up. Painting
pictures was thought to be too precarious
a profession for a lad who was one of a
family of eleven, so he turned to the
stage for a livelihood, having decided to
devote himself to which, it was very
fortunate, that he came under the In-

fluence of so great an artist as Samuel
Phelps a splendid master with that rare
capacity for Imparting his knowledge to
others, a gift which docs not always
accompany genius.

Forbes-Roberts- made his first ap-

pearance in 1S74 at the Princess Theater
In Oxford street. London.

"In those dajs." he says, "the great
place was the Prince of Wales Theater
In Tottenham Court-roa- d under the man-
agement of the Bancrofts, the pioneers
of so much that was helpful in the drama
jnd of a great deal In the way of com-
pleteness, care, and detail In presenting
plays.

"The old Haymarket was still"gblng on.
but the company wasxctting old. These
were the two established theaters at that
time, and there were also Shakespearean
revivals at Drury Lane. There was not
cry much being done besides. Jn fact

there was nothing In London Jit that time
to approach Charles Calvert's "ambitious
revivals of Shakespeare in Manchester.
You could not then see such productions
as these In London; jou had to go to
Manchester for them-Ju- st as you had to
go there for fhe great orchestral con
certs by Halle."

Forbes-Robertso- n remained for some
time with the Bancrofts at the Prince or
Wales, but he soon became the leading
man in London, successively at the Hay-mark-

and with John Hare at the Gar-ric- k,

where he appeared In several of
Pinero's plays such as 'The-- Profligate"
and "Diplomacy." later with Henry Irv-
ing at the Lj ceum. in a score, of notable
roles which challenged comparison with
the characterizations of Irving himself.
ThcTe was no keeping back this young
actor with the beautiful aesthetic face
which Rosetti himself had delighted to
paint, and the wonderful flute-lik-e voice
which made an irresistible appeal to his
every auditor.

Henry Irving commissioned him to paint
the beautiful church scene for his pro-
duction of "Much Ado About Nothing."
and later leased him the Lyceum Theater
in which to produce his incomparable
"Hamlet." his wonderfully poetical
"Romeo." and his conscience-haunte- d

"Macbeth." while subsequent produc-
tions at other theaters included a schol-
arly presentation of "Othello," "The
Merchant of Venice." "Michael and His
Lost Angel," "For the Crown," "Mice
and Men," "The Light That Failed."
The .Sacrament of Judas." "The Devil's

Disciple." "Caesar and Cleopatra. and
last "The Passing of the Third Floor
Rack," which ran an entire season In
New Tork, and" in which Forbcs-Robert-ro- n

was last seen in this city.
Speaking of his permanent retirement

from the stage during his London en-
gagement last year at the historic thea-
ter of Drury Lane (where he was honored
by the King ere Its close with a title),
Forbes-Roberts- said:

"I shall retire to London, to my house
in Bedford Square, and there I intend
to &ee a great deal more of my lovely
daughters than circumstances have al-
lowed me to do In the last few years.

"Five or six leading publishers In Lon-
don have asked me to write my memoirs,
with a plea, that I begin the work Im-
mediately. I doubt very much If I shall
do that, preferring rather to watt a few
vears tmtil I obtain a better perspective..
There are matters of which I should like
to write which 1 cannot touch now.

"Shall I compile the acting varstons 1
have made of Shakespeare's plays? Yes,
that would be Interesting, but although 1
have appeared in many, many Shakes
pearian productions I have personally
produjed oniySve. These are "Romeo
and Juliet. 'Macbeth. 'Hamlet.' 'Othel
lo, ana 'Merchant of Venice. 1 have
made an acting version also of A You
Like It. Perhaps the compilation of
these versions at some time in the future
might be very int esting.

"But for yearsl have longed to return
to my first love painting. I have, con-
tinued to keep ray Interest in painting
and manage even" now to do some work.
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I anticipate many happy hours w"th my
una nu easei ana canvas. v"And then, again, therrf Is work for ma
to do In connection with the School of
Dramatic Art, In London, which Sir .Her-
bert Tree and other actor-manage-rs

started about five years ago and which
la proved to be such a success."

4
The repertoire In which Sir Johnston

will be assisted by his wife. Miss Ger
trude Elliott, and the company which
supported him when he inaugurated the
season of the newShubert Theater In
New York last fall, will not Include
Shaw's k "Caesar and Cleopatra," the
reason 'assigned for which Is that the
exactions of three performances ot
"Hamlet" are so great as to make the
further inclusion of the Shavian contri-
bution to the art of heroic acting Im-
practical within the limited engagement
of a single week.

Another artistic .achievement of the
current week in local theaters Is prom-
ised at the Columbia Theater where Tom
Terriss. the English actor, brings
an company in a repertoire
of Dickens, presenting' his own ar-
rangements of "The Christmas Carol."
"Shadows" from "The Cricket on the
Hearth." "Fagan. the Jew" from "Oliver
Twist" and "Nicholas Nickleby." while
the National offers, a new comedy. The
JJummy," by Harvey O'Hlggtns and
Harriet Ford, authors of "The Argrle
Case," In which Robert HUllard was
seen here earlier In the season.

"The Dummy" Is a four-a-ct detective
play which was given Its first presenta-
tion several weeks ago; withdrawn for
the purpose cf making a few changes.
renamed, and reproduced last week at
Nixon's Apollo Theater In Atlantic City,
where it was well received.

Prior to her collaboration with Mr.
O'Higgins In the writing ot "The Argyle
Case." Miss Ford achieved considerable
success as a playwright, having been re
sponsible for "The Gentleman from
France." In which Kyrle i Bellow and
Eleanor Robson were starred: "The
Greatest Thing in the World." which
served Mrs. Sarah Cowell-L- e Moyne as a
staring vehicle, .and also the successful
newspaper drama. "The Fourth Estate,"
which she wrote In conjunction with
Joseph Medill Patterson.

The cast for the new piece Includes
names which give assurance that It will
be well akted. Ernest Truex. who will
be recalled for his fine creation of the
boy hero of David Belasco's production
of 'The Good Little Devil." haa the
role of the boy detective In "The Dum
my, and little Miss Joyce Fair, who will
be seen as the kidnapped heroine. Is a
fairy-lik- e little creature pf but ten sum-
mers, whose graclousness andvlntelllgence
have already scored two distinct hits for
her In "Little Christina" at the Princess
Theater, New York, and "The Real
Thing." In which she was seen here with
Miss Henrietta Crossman.

Then there's Ada Dwyer. an account
of whose fine character delineations will
be found elsewhere in this department
today, and quite a list of other. ex-
perienced and proficient 'stage folk. In
cluding Joseph Tuohy, who was one of
the detective in "The Argyle Case," and
for four seasons leading comedian with
Lillian Russell; Frank Connor, who
played leading roles with Kyrle Bellow
for many seasens. and John N. Wheeler.
recently associated with David Bclaseo'a
production of "The Governor's Lady."

The Week's Amusement-- .

Dclasco Forbca-Rnbertaon- 'a

nrll.
Forbes-Robertso- n makes his farewell

visit to Washington at the Belasco
Theater this week. His program com
prises four of the plays with which his
namejs Indelibly associated. On Monday
and Saturday nights and Wednesday aft-
ernoon, he will be seen In his Inter
nationally famous impersonation of Ham'
let. Kipling's "The Light That Failed"
will be plaved on Tuesday and Friday
nights, and "Passing of the Third Floor
Back," In which he was last seen in this
city, on Wednesdayvnlght and Saturday
afternoon. Mrs. Madeleine Lucette Ry- -
ley's delightful eighteenth centuryj
U,MIJ. M1LC AUU W1C41 Milt IIKIU 1

only 'performance on Thursday night.
Gertrude Elliott, the charming Ameri-

can actress and wife of Forbes-Robertso- n.

Is playing all the leading feminine
roles with her husband. The same com
pany which supported these players dnrH
lng Forbes-Robertso- farewell season
at Drury Lane, London, and at the Shu- -
bert Theater, New York, will be seen
here.

Forbcs-Robrtso- n does not Intend
(alas!) to come back to the boards. This
Is a real farewell. Well, after a lifetime
spent in the service of the highest dra
matic art and beauty. It Is only fair that
ne should receive a solid reward out of
something that has no connection what-
ever with the highest dramatic art. And
he will be remembered, not by "The
passing, of the Third Floor Back," but
uy certain things of a beauty which has
perhaps never been equaled Bucking-
ham in "King Henry VHT." Claudio in
"Much Ado About Nothing." Pygmalion,
Launcelot In the great Lyceum produc-
tion of "King Arthur," and, out'of all
the great Shakespearean parts that he
has played Romeo, Macbeth, Othello, and
the rest by his exquisitely beautiful
Hamlet.

Cntaiubln Tom Terrlas Jn Reper-
tory.

The announcement of the forthcoming
engagement to the Columbia Theater of
the eminent English actor, Tom Terriss,
and an company In. a reper-
tory of Dickens' works will be hailed
with delight by all lovers of the many
works of Charles Dickens.

Mr. Terriss has made "a careful study of
this famous author and in his adaptations
of the more Interesting of the many Dick-
ens roles, has been careful to bring out
the more interesting points of this truly
wonderful series of creations.

Mr. Terriss repertory for the week
embraces, for Monday, Wednesday, andFriday evenings, "A Christmas Carol,"
folowcd by "Shadows," from "The Crick-
et on the Hearth." In "A Christmas
Carol" Mr. Terriss Is seen as the old
muser ocrooge, wnicn t nas Jpeen pro-
nounced everywhere as a masterpiece.

On Tuesday and Thursday evening. Mr.
Terriss will bo seen la his version ofTagln the Jew," from "Oliver Twist.
followed by "Nicholas Nickleby."

.On Thursday matinee, a double bill con-
sisting of "The Cricket on the Hearth."
followed by "Nicholas Nickleby." will bepresented. Whjle for the Saturday .mat-
inee the selection has been made first of"A Christmas Carol.' which will be fol-
lowed by "Nicholas Nickleby." The finalbill for Saturday night will consist ot
Ckrd7." " JCW" M"A 'Christmas

Mr. Terriss has surrounded himself
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with an exceptionally fine English com-
pany, and every attention to the minutest
detail has been given to the scenic equip-
ment, a complete production being car-
ried for each and every presentation.

Several special nights during the week
are being arranged for by the many
clubs and student bodies that are Inter-
ested ln the works of Charles Dickens.

NalonI-"Tb- e Ditmmy."
The distinction won by Harvey J.

O'Higgins and Harriet Ford, as the auth-
ors of the famous detective play, "The
Argyle Case." will, doubtless addSnate-riall- y

to the Interest in this week's pre
sentation of the new comedy, "The
Dummy." at the National Theater. The
new play Is in fcfur actv and has to do
with detectives and "shady" people. It
is said to ne quite different from the
usual detective play, however, as there
Is a distinct vein of comedy In cenjunc;
tlon with the exciting Incidents. The
plot is based on the kidnapping of a
pretty child, the daughter of wealthy
parents, who have separated through
trifling misunderstandings. "Each thinks
the other has possession of the missing
child, until their ees are opened by the
famous detective Babbings- - to the fact
that the child Is --being held for ransom
by a n Chicago crook. Through
the aid of the detective and a shrewd
New York youngster" In Ma employ, the
schemes of the kidnapper are laid bare,
and the "kid" detective Is handsomely
rewarded for nls skllirul work. The play
Is acted by a company which Is said to
give graphic naturalness to' the varied
types of metropolitan characters which
the play presents. In the cast are. such

n actors .as Ada Dwyer, Helen
Macbeth. Joyce Fair, a child actress.
Joseph Brennan, Edward Ellis, Ernest
Truax. Joseph Tuohy, Frank Conner)
Charles Mygott, John N. Wheeler. Nich-
olas Judcls. "Arthur EnohU and other

n actors.

Foll'l "Stop Thief."
Poll's Theater announces. for this week

a jvlval of Carlyle Moore's farce-co- m

edy. "Stop lnier. yne play relates the
ludicrous complications that result from
the Introduction of two real thieves into
tho home of ft'man.who.has JUeptomani- -

y -

acal tendencies, and whose future son-in-l-

is similarly afflicted.
The story begins on the morning ot a

wedding In fhe home of Willam Carr. The
head of the house has purchased a beau-
tiful diamond neckace as a wedding pres-
ent for his daughter. After the gift has
been put on exhibition the father, absent-mindedl- y,

picks it up and drops It Into
his overcoat pocket. In the midst ot the
excitement caused by he disappearance
of the diamonds, he discovers what he
has done, and. remembering his former
mania for "taking .things," decided that
he has again become a kleptomaniac
When other articles." are stolen by a'dla-hone- st

maid In the home, the bridegroom-to-b- e,

into whose pocket the maid has
slipped oneof the articles, recalls the
fact that there Is a kleptomaniacs! ten-
dency in his family, and is convinced
that It has broken out Inhlm. He de-
cides that he ought to be watched, and
engages a detective by telephone for that
purpose. Before the detective arrives,
the new maid Introduces a real crook into
the Carr household. He la 'discovered by
the bridegroom, who mistakes him for
the detective. The subsequent activities
of the genuine thief, the housemaid, who
Is his assistant, and the two unhappy

kleptomaniacs, furnish the
action tor the play.

B. r. Kleth's HIgh-cL-u Vaudeville
The leading- attraction at B. F. Keith's

Theater this week U "Arcadia," the lat-
est musical spectacle to win success In
the metropolis. It, Is produced by A. B.
Rolfe. who gave,' being to "Ye Colo-

nial Septet." "The Courtiers," "The
Rolfonlans," and other pretentious 'Con-
ceptions. In his latest hit there are
eleven artists and artistes of International-fa-
me as solo players upon the.princi-
pal musical Instruments, and their pro-
gram Is large and varied. The extra add-
ed attraction will be Joseph E. Howard
and Mabel McCane, tho former being-th- e

well-kno- comedian and composer of
popular- - songs, among- - them "Wonder
Who's jassing'Her.Nowt" and the latter
Is the comedienne and singer. In their
act they sing all of Mr. Howard's for-
mer successes In response to the demand
or tne audience. The next steiiar'num
berls Ed. Wynn and company In "The
King's --Jester,' said to be funnier than
,h)a earaler hit, 'Joy. and Gloom." A.. ,

company of three farceurs, led by Frank
Wunderlee. aids in amusing the audience.
George Ade wrote "Speaking to Father,"
concerning the troubles of a

pair, for Milton Pollock and
company, who will play It here this week.
Other attractions will be Ktutlngs Enter-
tainers, a foreign novelty for the little
Keithltes; Leona Stephens, late of Eddie
Toy's support in "Over the River." giv-
ing a motion picture songalogue; Chuck
Reisner and Henrietta Gores In "It's
Only a Show," Sansone and Dellla, the
Pathe weekly review, the pipe organ re-
citals, and the dansants after the per-
formances week days.

Gayety Miner's Bis Frolic Co.
"The Big Frolic" company of Edwin

D. and Tom Miner, will be the attraction
at the Gayety this week, in a two-ac- t.

five-sce- musical burlesque entertain-
ment by Dave Marion, entitled "Mixed
Pickles." All of the scenic equipments
are from the Lee Lash studios, and the
piece Is produced by James Gorman, re-
sponsible for so many of the Cohan suc-

cesses.
Sam Rice, the daffydll comedian, is seen

In the leading comedy role ot Fritx Dills,
a millionaire pickle manufacturer, at
whose .home the first act Is laid. Prof.
Whackam, at whose school most of tho
scenes In the second act are laid. Is
played by Felix Rush, while Lulu Beeson
Is seen In the role of his daughter Gladys.
Others-'l- n the cast ace Chester Nelson,
Harry Keeler, Frankie Grace, Harry Lor-
raine, Blanche Curtuss, and Anna Bragg.

A special feature with the production
jtre the dancing Bxeiieys, wno give.
among other late dances, the Tokyo
tango, garbed In native Japanese costume
and surrounded by the chorus of thirty
typical Miner, beauties.

On Friday night the country store, late-
ly Inaugurated by Manager Peck, will be
the added attraction. Prizes of all kinds
wil be distributed.

Cosmos Vandevllle.
Irene West, famous as a Kanaka bal-

lerina, and' her Royal'Hawallan Sextet
will be the leading attraction at the Cos-
mos this week In what tne management
describes as the most elaborate scenic
spectacle ever offered at this theater.
Features of this attraction, which combs

- from the highest realm ot vaudeville.

JtC'r?: KJt-v-! pj
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will be the Interesting dances and Jelrd
native melodies of the Hawaiian 'Islands
of the long ago. This will be its first ap-
pearance of the act In Washington, and
Its last In America. As supplemental at-
tractions, the Franconl opera company,
including a quartet of noted foreign sing-
ers, will present the operatic gem, "An
Idyll ot .Venice." and lln and Mrs. J. R.
MoCann a charming original playlet, "My
Dan from Dixie." with a story ot heart
interest and quaint characters of the
South. Alt Bonner and Anna Meek will
give their offering of dance specialties,
songs, and Incidental comedy: A. J. Far-rel-l,

the newspaper cartoonist, will be
presented by Bert Levy, for a novel en-

tertainment Jn pictures, and Billy Barron
will complete the bill with songs and
character Impersonations. The Pathe
motion pictures ot big world events and
the photo-comedi- es will complete the bill.

v Casino Vandevllle.
A playlet with a heart Interest story, a.

dramatlc surprise, and many merry mo-

ments, "The Man from Italy." will serve
to present Murray Livingstone In a char-
acter" novelty at the Casino this week.
Mr. Murray will be supported by a com-
petent company and his act Is said to
be of, stellar-orde- r and very entertaining.
Bouton, TiUson and Parker will come
from the big vaudeville circuit with their
musical and scenic novelty, "A Yard of
Music," which has Incidental moments
ot comedy entertainment. Carley Carlos,
a European dancer and character song
singer, will give a repertoire of special-
ties; the Three Bordeens. an aerial ex-

hibition which is said to be full ot thrills,
and Dave George, a laughable tnorao-logu- e.

Added night features .will Include
tbe surprise party Monday, the country
store Tuesday and Wednesday, the prize
dance contests Thursday, and the merry
offerings of the amateurs Friday.

Colnnibla ToiSity Film rrodnctton.
"The most thrilling photo-dram- a that
tfeorgo Kleine has ever produced In this
countrr-l-s 'bis latest success, "Between

Savage and Tiger," which will be seen at
the Columbia Theater today at 3 and S IS
o'clock. It Is a six-pa- rt production by
the Ones Company, of Italy. It presents
a story of adventure and romance In the
Jungles of India. Tigers, water buffalo,
antelope, savages, and all the other wild
elements with which tho Jungles of India
abound are utilized in rounding out a
tale of gripping Interest. It Is the first
big modem production that Mr. Kleine
has imported, and illustrates the versa-
tility of the Clnes Company. According
to all accounts, no animal or adventure
story that has thus far been seen In this
country can compare with "Between

Tiger."

Garden Feature Films.
Today's feature at Moore's Garden

Theater will be a production entitled
"Beneath the Cxar." In multiple reels.
The program will further Include a new
Keystone comedy, and an abbreviated
concert by the Garden Symphony Or-

chestra.
Alexander Dumas "The Three Muske-

teers" will be the main attraction on
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.

On Thursday and Friday will bo shown
"Mary Magdalene." a camera product
tlon ot the play that In large part helped
to establish the popularity of Mrs. Fiake.
It ,has been adapted for the screen by
William Winter and is Interpreted by an
acting company of over 100 people.

Orpheum Feature Films.
At Moore's Orpheum Theater-toda- will

mark the final showing of Mary Pickford
in "A Good Little Devil." adapted -- and
staged, under the personal direction of
David Belasco. Along with this feature
will be shown a first-ru- n comedy picture,
and in addition there will be a brief con-
cert by the Orpheum Symphony Orches-
tra.

The chief attraction on Monday. Toes-da- y,

and Wednesday will be "The Tri-
umph of an Emperor," a stupendous film
creation employing more than 1,000 peo-
ple and WO horses.

On Thursday and. Friday will be seen
"Woe to the" Conqueror." a story of Rus-
sian life, and founded In'par upon Bar- -
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